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SUBJECT: BONN POLITICIANS DO NOT EXPECT A QUICK SOLU- 
TION OF THE SAARLAND PROBLEM 

BEGIN SUMMARY: BONN POLITICIANS DO NOT EXPECT A QUICK 
SOLUTION OF THE SAARLAND PROBLEM. THE SOCIAL/LIBERAL 
COALITION CONTINUES TO PRESS FOR A THREE PARTY GOVERN- 
MENT IN THE SAARLAND (3-3-1) WHICH WOULD GIVE THE 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATS AND LIBERALS AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN 
THE BUNDESRAT. THE CDU BELIEVES THAT THE FDP WILL 
EVENTUALLY BOW TO PRESSURE TO FORM A COALITION WITH THE 
CDU RATHER THAN BEAR THE ONUS OF PERPETUATING A GOVERN- 
MENT CRISIS IN THE SAARLAND. THE DYNAMICS OF THE SITUA- 
TION ARE SUCH THAT THEY DO NOT FAVOR A QUICK SOLUTION. 
END SUMMARY 
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1. COMMENTS BY POLITICIANS IN BONN INDICATE THAT THEY 
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DO NOT EXPECT A QUICK SOLUTION TO THE STAND-OFF AS A 
RESULT OF THE MAY 4 VOTE IN THE SAARLAND LANDTAG (SPD/ 

FDP 25 SEATS— CDU 25 SEATS). THE COALITION PARTIES IN 
BONN ARE STILL CALLING FOR A THREE PARTY GOVERNMENT IN 
THE SAARLAND WHICH, THEY BELIEVE, SHOULD BE DIVIDED: 

THREE SEATS FOR THE SPD, ONE SEAT FOR THE FDP AND THREE 
SEATS FOR THE CDU INCLUDING THE MINISTER PRESIDENCY. 

ONE FDP SOURCE IN BONN HAS SAID THAT THE SAARLAND FDP 
WILT. MAINTAIN ITS POLICY OF NO COALITION WITH THE CDU 
AND THAT HE EXPECTS A CDU ACTING GOVERNMENT TO CONTINUE 
IN POWER UNTIL THE BUDGET PERIOD RUNS OUT NEXT YEAR. 

AT THAT TIME, THE FDP AND SPD WILL REFUSE TO APPROVE 
THE BUDGET AND NEW ELECTIONS WILL HAVE TO BE CALLED. HE 
BELIEVED THAT THE FDP IN THE SAARLAND. HAVING PROVED ITS 
LOYALTY TO ITS PRINCIPLES, WOULD GAIN IN A NEW ELEC- 
TION. 

2. THE NATIONAL CDU SUPPORTS THE CALL FOR A COALITION 
WITH THE FDP IN THE SAARLAND WHICH, IT HOPES, WOULD 
SERVE AS A MODEL FOR A NATIONAL COALITION IF THE UNION 
DOES NOT OBTAIN AN ABSOLUTE MAJORITY IN THE 1976 BUN- 
DESTAG ELECTIONS. SOME CDU POLITICIANS IN BONN BELIEVE 
THAT BY MAINTAINING THIS POSITION, PRESSURE WILL BUILD 
UP ON THE FDP AND FORCE THE LIBERALS TO CHANGE THEIR 
POLICY. THIS IS BASED ON THE ASSUMPTION THAT THE FDP 
WILL NOT BE ABLE TO WITHSTAND THE PRESSURE OF APPEAR- 
ING PETTY BY PERMITTING THE SAARLAND TO REMAIN IN A STATE 
OF GOVERNMENT CRISIS. 

3. ACCORDING TO THE SAARLAND CONSTITUTION, A TWO- 
THIRDS VOTE IS NECESSARY TO DISSOLVE THE LANDTAG AND 
BRING ABOUT A NEW ELECTION, WHICH MEANS THAT THE SPD 
AND THE CDU MUST VOTE TOGETHER. UNDER THE SAARLAND 
CONSTITUTION, AN ELECTION MUST TAKE PLACE AT THE 
LATEST, THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 
LANDTAG. 

4. THE DYNAMICS OF THE SITUATION ARE SUCH THAT THERE 
IS NO HEAVY PRESSURE ON ANY OF THE PARTIES TO ACCEPT 
A LESS THAN ADVANTAGEOUS SOLUTION. ON THE CDU SIDE, 
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SO LONG AS THE SPD/FDP DOES NOT OBTAIN AN ABSOLUTE 
MAJORITY IN THE BUNDESRAT WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE SAAR- 
LAND VOTING WITH THE SPD/FDP BLOC AND NOT SIMPLY AB 
STAINING, THE POST-MAY 4 ELECTION SITUATION IN THE 
BUNDESRAT PERMITS THE CDU/CSU TO BLOCK OR ALTER KEY 
GOVERNMENT BILLS. FOR THE SPD/FDP, THERE IS NO IN- 
CENTIVE TO SPLIT UP AND JOIN THE CDU IF THERE IS A 
CHANCE OF GAINING THE SAARLAND VOTES FOR THE SOCIAL/ 
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LIBERAL COALITION IN BONN. ONE COULD ARGUE THAT THE 
SPD OR FDP COULD GAIN POWER LOCALLY BY JOINING THE 
CDU. HOWEVER, SUCH A MOVE WOULD BE EXTREMELY DESTA- 
BILIZING FOR THE BONN COALITION AND COULD WELL COST 
MORE THAN IT WAS WORTH. IN SUM, THE SITUATION IN THE 
SAARLAND DOES NOT FAVOR A QUICK SOLUTION. 

HILLENBRAND 
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